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About the Released Items
The AzMERIT Released Items provides details about the items, student response types,
correct responses, and related scoring considerations for released AzMERIT test items.
Within this guide, each item is presented with the following information:
• Domain
• Cluster
• Content Standard
• Depth of Knowledge (DOK)
• Static presentation of the item
• Static presentation of student response field (when appropriate)
• Answer key, rubric or exemplar
• Applicable score point(s) for each item
• Option rationales (when applicable)
The items included in this guide are representative of the kinds of items that students can
expect to experience when taking the computer-based test for AzMERIT Grade 5
ELA-Reading.

2

AzMERIT Released Items

Grade 5 ELA–Reading Released Items
Passage(s):

3

AzMERIT Released Items

4

AzMERIT Released Items

5

AzMERIT Released Items

Item(s)
Domain
Reading for
Informational Text

Cluster

Content Standard

DOK

Key Ideas and Details

RI.5.2

2

(1 Point) Student selected the correct option.
Option Rationales
Choice A: The passage states that animals in the zoo show behaviors
never seen before in the wild, but this does not summarize the passage.
Choice B: This may be true, but it does not summarize the passage.
Choice C: Key – Vets and zookeepers have learned that animals need to
be mentally engaged in order to stay healthy and happy.
Choice D: The passage does indicate that zookeepers use games to keep
animals at the zoo engaged and healthy, but it does not indicate that these
games form different eating habits.
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Domain
Reading for
Informational Text

Cluster

Content Standard

DOK

Key Ideas and Details

RI.5.2

2

(1 Point)
Option Rationales

Part A

Choice A: This is an example of how zoo animals keep themselves busy, but it
is not a main idea.
Choice B: While toys are one of the ways zookeepers and vets are helping
animals stay happy and healthy, this is a detail and not a main idea.
Choice C: While wild animals tend to be happier and healthier, the passage
states that zoo animals have a better chance at survival because they are
isolated from predators.
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Choice D: Key – Zoo animals get stressed out and sick because they are bored,
so zookeepers and vets have come up with ways to entertain them.
Choice E: Key – Scientists observed zoo animals and compared them to the
ones in the wild and realized zoo animals were getting stressed out because
they had nothing to do.

Part B
Choice A: This detail gives a description of a hidden food source; it does not
support the main ideas.
Choice B: This detail provides information about wild animals but does not
support the two main ideas about animals’ health and what zoos are doing to
address the issue.
Choice C: This detail does not support the main ideas.
Choice D: Key – This detail supports both main ideas by explaining how
scientists are already seeing positive results from the actions taken by
zookeepers and vets to help bored animals.
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Domain
Reading for
Informational Text

Cluster

Content Standard

DOK

Key Ideas and Details

RI.5.3

2

(1 Point)
Option Rationales
Choice A: It can be inferred that animals in the wild are better at hunting
than zoo animals, since the animals living in the zoo do not have to hunt
for their food.
Choice B: This is true about animals in the wild; the passage explains that
animals at the zoo get bored easily.
Choice C: Key – Paragraph 2 mentions the fact that there are "keepers to
feed them” as one of the reasons zoo animals live longer.
Choice D: Both animals at the zoo and in the wild live in groups together;
the passage does not indicate that zoo animals do not live in groups or
that this is one of the reasons the animals at the zoo live longer.
Choice E: Key – Paragraph 2 mentions the fact that there are “no
predators to eat them” as a reason that animals in the zoo live longer.
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Domain
Reading for
Informational Text

Cluster

Content Standard

DOK

Craft and Structure

RI.5.4

2

(1 Point) Student selected the correct option.
Option Rationales
Choice A: Though a shelter could be part of an animal’s habitat, the passage
does not indicate that the animals built this habitat.
Choice B: Even though the sentence refers to the activities designed for the
monkeys to enjoy, the term “habitat” is the area in the zoo where they live.
Choice C: Key – As implied in the sentence, a habitat is the area where an
animal lives.
Choice D: While the scientists do observe the animals in this particular
booby-trapped habitat, the passage does not suggest that a habitat is defined
by scientists themselves taking tests.
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Domain
Reading for
Informational Text

Cluster
Integration of Knowledge
and Ideas

Content Standard

DOK

RI.5.8

2

(1 Point) Student selected the correct option.
Option Rationales
Choice A: This is a healthy behavior of lions in the wild that is mimicked
through an activity at the zoo.
Choice B: This is not a sign they are stressed but rather an activity given to
zoo wolves to keep them from becoming stressed.
Choice C: Key – This is an unnatural behavior of elephants and therefore a
sign they are experiencing stress.
Choice D: This is part of problem-solving behavior, which is natural and
healthy for chimpanzees.
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